
Warnings Against False Teachers/False Prophets 
 
From the beginning TRUTH is under attack. Satan is a liar from the beginning.  He disguises himself 
as an angel of light. He is a deceiver. He practices all kinds of lying wonders. He accuses the brothers 
before the throne day and night.  
 
Jesus Warned of Satan’s Deceptions  
 
John 8:44 NIV 
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his 
native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
 
2 Corinthians 11:12-15 NIV 
2. I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might 
present you as a pure virgin to him. 3. But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's 
cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4. For 
if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a 
different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up 
with it easily enough.  
 
12.  And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under those who want 
an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast about.  13.  For such men are 
false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14.  And no wonder, for Satan 
himself masquerades as an angel of light.  15.  It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as 
servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve. 
 
Jesus Warned of False Prophets and False Teachers 
 
Matthew 7:10-11, 14-23 NIV 
10.  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11. and many 
false prophets will appear and deceive many people.  
14  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 15 "Watch out for 
false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By 
their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  17 
Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear 
bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.  20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 21. "Not everyone who says 
to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven.  22. Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 
in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  23. Then I will tell them plainly, `I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 
 
Matthew 24:24 NIV  
23. At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `There he is!' do not believe it.  
For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even 
the elect--if that were possible. 25. See, I have told you ahead of time.  
 



The Apostles Warned of False Prophets and False Teachers 
 
Acts 20:27-32 NIV 
27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.  28 Keep watch over yourselves 
and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God,  
which he bought with his own blood.  29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among 
you and will not spare the flock.  30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth 
in order to draw away disciples after them.  31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I 
never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  32 "Now I commit you to God and to the 
word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. 
 
Galatians 1:6-9 NIV 
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel--  7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are 
throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally 
condemned!  9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel 
other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  
 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 NIV The Apostasy  
Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers,  
 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come 
from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any 
way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 
man doomed to destruction.  4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God 
or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God.  5 Don't 
you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things?  6 And now you know what is 
holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time.  7 For the secret power of 
lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is 
taken out of the way.  8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will 
overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.  9 The coming of 
the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit 
miracles, signs and wonders,  10 and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They 
perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  11 For this reason God sends them a 
powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie  12 and so that all will be condemned who have not 
believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. 
 
1 Timothy 4:1-5 NIV 
1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits 
and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences 
have been seared as with a hot iron.  3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from 
certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who 
know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 



2 Timothy 3:1-9 NIV 
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  2 People will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3 without 
love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,  4 treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God--  5 having a form of godliness but denying its 
power. Have nothing to do with them.  6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain 
control over weak-willed women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil 
desires,  7 always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres 
opposed Moses, so also these men oppose the truth--men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is 
concerned, are rejected.  9 But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their 
folly will be clear to everyone. 
 
2 Peter 2:1-3 NIV 
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. 
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--
bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the 
way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made 
up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. 
 
I John 2:3-6 
3. We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4. The man who says, "I know 
him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5. But if anyone obeys 
his word, God's love  is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6. Whoever 
claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 
 
I John 2:18-27 
18. Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19.  They went out from us, but 
they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but 
their going showed that none of them belonged to us.  20. But you have an anointing from the Holy 
One, and all of you know the truth. 21.  I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but 
because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 22. Who is the liar? It is the man who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son.  23. No 
one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.  24. See 
that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son 
and in the Father. 25. And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. 26. I am writing these things 
to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27. As for you, the anointing you received 
from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you 
about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 
 
1 John 4:1 -3 NIV 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world.  2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: 
Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit 
that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have 
heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
 



Revelation 2-3 NIV 
Of the Seven churches five were deceived and drifted from the truth 

 
Ephesus – 2:4-5  
Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.  5 Remember the height 
from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not 
repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 
 
Pergamos – 2:14-16   
Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food 
sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 15 Likewise you also have 
those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I 
will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.  
 
Thyatira – 2:20-21  
Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality 
and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her 
immorality, but she is unwilling.  
 
Sardis – 3:1-3   
"To the angel  of the church in Sardis write:   These are the words of him who holds the 
seven spirits  of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of 
being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, 
for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, 
therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.  
 
Laodiceans – 3:15-19   
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16  
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth. 19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
 

 



Old Testament Warnings  
About False Prophecies 

 
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 
1 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to 
you a sign or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet 
says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship 
them,”3 you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your 
God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your 
soul. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:21-22 
19 I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet 
speaks in my name. 20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I 
have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to 
death.” 21 You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not 
been spoken by the LORD?” 
22 If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come 
true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken 
presumptuously, so do not be alarmed. 
 
Ezekiel 13:1-9 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of 
Israel who are now prophesying. Say to those who prophesy out of their own 
imagination: ‘Hear the word of the LORD! 3 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing! 4 Your 
prophets, Israel, are like jackals among ruins. 5 You have not gone up to the breaches 
in the wall to repair it for the people of Israel so that it will stand firm in the battle on 
the day of the LORD. 6 Their visions are false and their divinations a lie. Even though 
the LORD has not sent them, they say, “The LORD declares,” and expect him to fulfill 
their words. 7 Have you not seen false visions and uttered lying divinations when you 
say, “The LORD declares,” though I have not spoken? 8 “‘Therefore this is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Because of your false words and lying visions, I am against you, 
declares the Sovereign LORD.9 My hand will be against the prophets who see false 
visions and utter lying divinations. They will not belong to the council of my people or 
be listed in the records of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel. Then you will 
know that I am the Sovereign LORD.  
 


